LANERCOST PRIORY AND
NAWORTH CASTLE

anercost Priory and Naworth Castle are linked together
reason of their situation near the Wall, in the valley of
the Irthing, and also because Robert de Vaux, the founder of
Lanercost, was lord of the land on which Naworth Castle now
stands. The Priory, dedicated to St. Mary Magdalene, was
founded in 1169 for the Augustinian canons. De Vaux and his
family were generous patrons and Lanercost, in the first cen-
tury of its existence, was a very rich priory. Its fine buildings
of red stone arose during the twelfth and thirteenth centuries,
but its undefended state, so near to the Border, proved disas-
trous when once the Scots wars of Edward I had begun. The
Chronicler of Lanercost describes in terrible detail the destruc-
tion of his Priory, in 1296, by the Scots returning from the
sack of Hexham. King Edward, who in happier years had
stayed at Lanercost to enjoy the hunting of the Forest of Ingle-
wood, now used the Priory as a base of operations against the
Scots, In 1306, carried there in a litter, the aged King spent
the last winter of his life planning his campaign and executing
vengeance on his foes* The captured Thomas de Bruce he
sentenced to be dragged at a horse's tail from Lanercost to
Carlisle, where he was beheaded*

336